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and then quarantined for ten days before they are placed with the flock.
LEG-WEAKNESS OF  CHICKS
This is one of the commonest complaints of poultry. It is encountered during the early spring and summer months and frequently causes the loss or crippling of a large number of birds. Leg-weakness does not refer to chicks born with weak sprawling legs, but to those birds that develop the weakness some days after they are hatched. Weak-legged birds are frequently hatched, but this is probably due to inherent weakness in the breeding stock or some fault in the hatching process.
In some instances leg-weakness is caused by an unbalanced ration or one which is very low in mineral content and by a scarcity of green stuffs. The addition of precipitated calcium phosphate to the mash will help to overcome the mineral shortage. This substance should be used in addition to common minerals such as oyster-shells. Precipitated calcium phosphate may be obtained from a drugstore.
In very early hatched chicks the lack of exposure to direct sunshine is the usual cause of leg-weakness. Various types of glass substitutes are used to let in the rays of the sun, but at best these are of little value. The birds should be outside on grass. When the weather makes this impossible, cod-liver oil may be used instead. This will prevent the birds from becoming affected with the disease for a few weeks. If deprived of sunshine for long periods of time, even cod-liver oil may fail to keep the birds healthy.
The oil is mixed with the mash at the rate of 1 quart of cod-liver oil to 100 pounds of the mash. Mix the oil with about a peck of the mash and then incorporate this with the remainder. If this is not done it is difficult to distribute the oil throughout the mash.